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Cosima von Bonin is one of the most well-known artists of her generation. 
Especially since her participation in the last documenta, at which a large 
number of the works was spread over the entire course of the show, she is 
no longer an insider-tip and so-called artist’s artist. Nevertheless it is not 
easy to classify her artistic production. Even though in some of her works 
references to historical Conceptual Art and Minimal Art can be noticed, and 
critics like to cite her as an example of a feminist artist, her oeuvre eludes 
any straightforward label. 
She first drew attention at the beginning of the 1990s when, instead of 
showing works of her own at her New York solo exhibition, she invited other 
producers of culture such as art critics, musicians, and artists to present their 
photos, paintings, or performance contributions. With her questioning of the 
function of the author, which clearly comes to expression in her early 
participatory gestures, sometimes she has intentionally, or unintentionally, 
directed herself against co-option by the art-system. If today, with canvas 
paintings made of found fabrics and cloths, or large textile mushrooms and 
cuddly toys, she controls this system or chooses to expose herself to it in a 
kind of over-affirmation, this is always associated with the stance that every 
work could be the last one and she could withdraw as an artist at any time. 
The titles, Relax—It’s only a Ghost or Roger and Out, describe this 
contradictory strength in a humorous, melancholy way. 
The title of her exhibition for the Kunsthaus Bregenz, THE FATIGUE EMPIRE, 
could also be understood in this way, just as if, from the outset, she wanted 
to deflate expectations associated with a large solo exhibition at a renowned 
exhibition institution. All the more surprising then is the multitude of works 
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made especially for Bregenz which lays out the differentiated repertoire of 
Cosima von Bonin in an unusually epic density, starting with her large canvas 
paintings and spanning from textile sculptures and estranged reconstructions 
to voluminous installations. The architecture of thethree floors of the KUB 
becomes a stage on which the textile and wooden figures seem to be 
actors—a move reinforced by soundtracks composed by Moritz von Oswald 
especially for Cosima von Bonin that can be heard at various points in the 
spaces of the KUB. 
Similar to earlier occasions, Cosima von Bonin has called in reinforcements 
also for her presentation in Bregenz. Apart from Moritz von Oswald and his 
Trio, which will give a concert in the program of accompanying events, for 
the opening of the exhibition, the “Produzentin” from Toronto will present a 
performance. As quasi-local/Austrian support, and at the request of Cosima 
von Bonin, the KUB will show a series of films on Thomas Bernhard. With him 
she shares not only the proclivity for extended walks in natural surroundings, 
but also and especially the critical and psychologically charged view of one’s 
own (art) system. 
Anyone who thinks, however, that they can really come closer to Cosima von 
Bonin’s work through references to other cultural producers will experience 
at the Bregenz exhibition that, if at all, they constitute merely one facet of her 
creative work. For the understanding of her work, the specific choices of 
everyday objects estranged in their sizes and materials as well as their 
emotional and cultural connotations play as decisive a role as their formal 
shaping, their proportions, and combinations of color. And when Cosima von 
Bonin reconstructs a room in the Kunsthaus with its particular formal and 
significant characteristics on a slightly smaller scale or enrobes a car 
bursting with masculinity in red-and-white checked fabrics made in 
Vorarlberg, thus making it effeminate, worlds open up here provoking at one 
and the same time social, cultural, or even work-immanent readings. 
That this Empire is in a fatigue state cannot really be believed, even when 
viewing the exhaustion of some of its inhabitants that is demonstrably put on 
show. Rather, this most comprehensive presentation to date of new works by 
Cosima von Bonin evidences the strength of an artist who, despite all self-
doubt, knows exactly what she wants. 
 
Highlight 
A Concert by Moritz von Oswald Trio 
(Moritz von Oswald, Max Loderbauer & Vladislav Delay) & DJ Set by MvO 
feat. Tikiman 
Friday, August 27, Conrad Sohm, Dornbirn  
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KUB Billboards 
Cosima von Bonin 
MARATHON # 1, 2007 
July 5  – October 3, 2010 

Seestraße Bregenz 
 
For the KUB-Billboards, Cosima von Bonin has selected an installation view 
of the work Marathon # 01, which was to be seen in her exhibition Roger and 
Out at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles in 2007. In the 
meantime there are several versions of Marathon. It is always a matter of 
cuddly toys suspended on washing lines. For the six Bregenz billboards the 
shot of Marathon # 01 was subdivided into six parts of equal size. All six 
billboards put together would render an enlarged overall view of the work. 
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KUB Publication 
 
Cosima von Bonin 
THE FATIGUE EMPIRE 
The International Wool Secretariat 
1989 - 2010 
 
Cosima von Bonin, one of today’s most prominent conceptual artists, uses 
sculptures, installations, films, paintings, and social relationships in her work. 
A recurring motif is the textile and dimensional transformation of objects, 
which she removes from their everyday contexts, thus giving rise to 
completely new perceptual processes and references. This publication on 
Cosima von Bonin not only includes the new and already existing work series 
being shown at the Kunsthaus Bregenz but also compiles the most 
comprehensive index of Cosima von Bonin’s oeuvre possible to date, with 
images and data on each piece. Along with an overview by Yilmaz Dziewior, 
John Welchman’s contribution puts Bonin’s work in an art historical context. 
Mark von Schlegell has written a fictional essay that freely associates with 
and makes reference to aspects of the artist’s work. A carefully researched 
appendix rounds off this standard work on Cosima von Bonin. 
 
 
Cosima von Bonin 
THE FATIGUE EMPIRE 
The International Wool Secretariat 
1989 - 2010 
German/English 
Ed. Yilmaz Dziewior, Kunsthaus Bregenz 
Graphic design: Yvonne Quirmbach, Berlin 
Essays by Yilmaz Dziewior, Mark von Schlegell, and John Welchman 
Approx. 320 pages, 18 x 23 cm, hardcover 
Due to be published: October 2010 
Price: € 52 
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KUB Edition 
 
Cosima von Bonin 
Bubbling (LOOP # 1 – LOOP #12), 2010 
 
This series of sewn textiles is a new group of work exclusively produced by 
Cosima von Bonin for Kunsthaus Bregenz. These pieces, of which each has a 
unique character, will be part of the exhibition. 
 
 
Cosima von Bonin 
Bubbling (LOOP # 1 – LOOP #12), 2010 
Cotton, 105 x 85 cm 
Limited edition of 12 (each one of a kind) + 3 A. P., 
numbered and signed 
Price: € 6,000 (incl. 10% VAT), plus forwarding expenses
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The Kunsthaus Bregenz would like to thank its partners for their generous 
financial support and the cultural commitment that goes along with it. 

Cultural bodies 

Partners and Sponsors 

 
 

Sponsor of the  

KUB Arena 
Main sponsor  

of the Kunsthaus Bregenz 

 

Hypo Landesbank 

Vorarlberg 

With kind support from 

 

Gesellschaft der  
Freunde des 
Kunsthaus Bregenz 

Presenting 

sponsor 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Media partners 

 

Cooperation partners 

t

Panorama page Cosima von Bonin in cooperation with the VN and the KUB 

In conjunction her exhibition Cosima von Bonin will create a Panorama page to be 

published in the VN on July 10. Cosima von Bonin will be available to autograph this 

page on July 18, from 11–12 a.m. at the Kunsthaus Bregenz. 
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Kunsthaus Bregenz 
 
Venue/Organizer: 
Kunsthaus Bregenz 
Karl-Tizian-Platz  
A-6900 Bregenz 
 
 
Director 
Yilmaz Dziewior 
 
Chief executive 
Artur Vonblon 
 
Curator 
Rudolf Sagmeister 
 
Curator of the KUB Arena 
Eva Birkenstock 
 
Press and public relations 
Birgit Albers 
Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-413 
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408 
b.albers@kunsthaus-bregenz.at 
 
Press photos to download 
www.kunsthaus-bregenz.at 
 
 

Art Education 
Winfried Nußbaummüller 
Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-417 
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408 
w.nussbaummueller@kunsthaus-
bregenz.at 
 
Publications/editions 
Katrin Wiethege 
Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-416 
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408 
k.wiethege@kunsthaus-bregenz.at 
 
Sales Editions 
Caroline Schneider 
Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-444 
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408 
c.schneider@kunsthaus-bregenz.at 
 
Opening hours 
Tuesday – Sunday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Thursday 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
18.07. – 22.08., daily 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
 
Assumption Day 
15.08.  10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 


