KUB 09.04 Press release Tony Oursler

Tony Oursler
LOCK 2,4,6

October 24, 2009, to January 17, 2010

Press conference:
Thursday, October 22, 2009, 12 noon
Opening: Friday, October 23, 2009, 8 p.m.

Developed over a number of years in conjunction with the KUB, “LOCK
2,4,6” is designed for and inspired by the provocative building and galleries
designed by Peter Zumthor.

The concept of the installation is to capture a chain of events, frozen
moments interlocking a number of systems: epistemological, social,
anatomical and linguistic. Soliloquies, rituals, and performances are captured
in video and projected into a three dimensional screen space. This
combination of moving image and plastic mediums is played out in looped
actions that continue throughout the galleries. The overall effect is immersive,
of being caught inside an uncanny system that seeks an impossible balance
from the confusion of input and output, from drives and compulsions and
substances, in the never-ending struggle, a doomed enterprise, to arrive at
homeostasis. Viewers become part of the art and analytical process by
moving from element to element the tracing the flow of cause and effect
through the various floors.

The artwork begins with a simple challenge posed by the artist: Did you
remember to turn the lights off? This comical and nagging thought can be
easily dismissed by most, yet may open the viewer to a new perspective, one
that links us to the obsessive mind. The urge to go back, recheck, make sure
the room is dark, is normal for most, but can be suppressed, while one
person in fifty won't be able to leave the room without turning the lights on
and off over and over. The gesture of flux between two states, as seen here
in the video microcosm of a simple light switch turning on and off, is equated
with personal struggle. It is the artist’s premise that close inspection of the
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dull details of day-to-day existence can lead to the recognition of the overall
human dilemma.

A giant imploding light bulb is one of many interconnected elements of a
fantastical machine that occupies all the galleries. Three different video
choirs composed exclusively of women, drag queens, and children perform
compositions by the artist. HD projected video is mixed with printed
graphics, shaped screens, and found objects to form chain-reaction collages
with animated body parts. Lips, eyes, fingers, and feet are magnified and
agitated using domestic objects such as remote controls, cleaning fluids,
cigarettes, and lottery cards. Moreover, the KUB is interconnected by a
constant flow in both directions: smoke is sent upward from the bottom floor,
while a stream of indeterminate liquid pours downward from a bottle on the
top floor. Language, music, performance, and objects interact via video to
form one large impossible system.

“LOCK 2,4,6” features original texts and performances produced by the artist
for this installation. Performers include Brandon Olson and Taboo!, Susana
Gaudéncio, Tony Conrad. Also Oursler has produced original sound tracks
generated through the use of brain test MRI data in collaboration with Dan
Lloyd, Brownell Professor of Philosophy, Trinity College, Connecticut.

Tony Oursler is known for his immersive media installations, which often turn
the media gaze to the depths of the psyche. His recent works frequently
consist of sculptural video elements and occupy entire rooms, turning the
viewer into an actor on a set. He is a pioneer of video art and has been
making tapes, installations, and multi media works since the late 1970s. In
the summer of 2001 Tony Oursler staged a spectacular video-sound
installation for the KUB, “Flucht,” which he projected on the glass fagcade of
the Kunsthaus, and has continued to produce public works in recent years.
For his first large-scale solo exhibition in Austria he will be creating new
works for the entire building. “LOCK 2,4,6” is the culmination of a quartet of
installations with a common theme that have been shown at the Bernier
Eliades Gallery in Athen, 2008, the Lisson Gallery in London, 2008, and the
Metro Pictures Gallery in New York, 2009. The exhibition at the Kunsthaus
Bregenz promises a new, exciting glimpse into the artist’s unsettling work.
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Kunsthaus Bregenz

KUB-Billboards
Tony Oursler
LOCK 2,4,6

October 5, 2009 - January 17, 2010
SeestraBBe Bregenz

Tony Oursler has chosen six stills from his recent work series for the KUB
Billboards to accompany his exhibition “LOCK 2,4,6,” which will be shown
simultaneously at the Kunsthaus Bregenz. With each of the six billboards
measuring 332 x 332 cm, the artist’s message is presented to the public on
an overall surface of 66 square meters. With his close-ups of people using
everyday consumer articles like remote controls, scratch cards, or liquid
soap, Oursler offers a colorful portrait of today’s consumer and media
society.

KUB-Facade

Tony Oursler

Video projection
October 24 - November 22, 2009
Karl-Tizian-Platz

A video work by Tony Oursler will be presented on the glass facade facing
the city daily from dusk to midnight for four weeks.
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KUB-Publications

Tony Oursler
LOCK 2,4,6

The catalogue book, the first comprehensive publication on Oursler since
1996, presents the artist’s new works created for the Kunsthaus Bregenz in
large-format illustrations. In his well-informed essay Friedemann Malsch,
Kunstmuseum Liechtenstein, draws connections between Oursler’s current
works and his early oeuvre. In an interview conducted in New York, Tony
Oursler and John C. Welchman fathom the artist’s recent impulses which are
manifested in the inclusion of painting, for example. Gunter Gebauer, Freie
Universitat Berlin, examines the ambivalent attitude between the fascination
for and critique of the screen and media worlds which is so decisive for
Oursler’s work.

A CD completes the numerous illustrations. The design of the artist workbook
is developed in close collaboration with the artist.

Tony Oursler

LOCK 2,4,6

German/English

Ed. Kunsthaus Bregenz

Graphic design: Mark Diaper, Eggers + Diaper, Potsdam
Essays by Friedemann Malsch and Gunter Gebauer,
interview by John C. Welchman

168 pages, 26 x 23.25 cm, CD

Due to be published: November 2009

Price: € 44
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KUB-Editions

Tony Oursler
Accidental Mask with Spill

The edition is a graphical representation of several elements from “LOCK
2,4,6.” The silkscreened print constructed in three layers and lit from
behind combines characteristic motifs of the current work.

Tony Oursler

Accidental Mask With Spill, 2009

Silkscreen on three layers of cut sheet metal and acrylic glass lit from behind
61 x 85 x23 cm

Limited edition of 24 pieces + 6 A.P., numbered and signed

Price on request (incl. 10 % VAT ), plus forwarding expenses



6/7 KUB 09.04 Press release Tony Oursler

Kunsthaus Bregenz
Partners and Sponsors
The Kunsthaus Bregenz would like to thank its partners for their generous
financial support and the cultural commitment that goes along with it.
Presenting
sponsor
MONTFORT M WERBUNG
Main sponsor Sponsor of the With kind support from
of the Kunsthaus Bregenz KUB Arena
MONTFORT MWERBUNG M
ZUMTOBEL
Hypo Landesbank
Vorarlberg
Cultural bodies
Kulturhduser Betriebs- Gesellschaft der
rar]berg gesellschaft mbH Freunde des

unser Land Kunsthaus Bregenz
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Kunsthaus Bregenz

Venue/Organizer:
Kunsthaus Bregenz
Karl Tizian Platz
A-6900 Bregenz

Director:
Yilmaz Dziewior

Chief executive:
Artur Vonblon

Curator:
Rudolf Sagmeister

Press and public relations:
Birgit Albers

Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-413
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408
b.albers@kunsthaus-bregenz.at

Press photos to download:
www.kunsthaus-bregenz.at
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Art Education:

Winfried NuBbaummiiller
Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-417
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408
w.nussbaummueller@kunsthaus-
bregenz.at

Publications/editions:

Katrin Wiethege

Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-416
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408
k.wiethege@kunsthaus-bregenz.at

Sales Editions:

Caroline Schneider

Phone: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-444
Fax: (+43-55 74) 4 85 94-408
c.schneider@kunsthaus-bregenz.at

Opening hours:
Tuesday - Sunday 10 a.m. -6 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

24.12.09 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
25.12.09 closed
26.12.09 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
31.12.09 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
01.01.102 p.m. -6 p.m.



